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Theessayspresentedinthisvolumeoriginatedinthreeinternationalworkshopsheldin

2005,2006and2007inParisandTokyo.Thisrareexampleofcooperativeworkinsocial

sciencesandhumanitiesbetweenJapaneseandFrenchresearchersreflectsthepluralityof

approachesoftheInternationalAssociatedLaboratorycreatedin2005bytheInstituteof

OrientalCultureandInstituteofSocialSciencesattheUniversityofTokyo,andthe

NationalCenterforScientificResearch(CNRS).Itcoversseveraldisciplines:economics,

laborrelations,economicgeography,andeconomichistory,andstronglyemphasizesthe

comparativedimensionbetweenFranceandJapan.

1)UsingaFrenchdatasetcovering14manufacturingindustriesoveranextendedperiod

(1990-2002),Bellone,Musso,NestaandQu�r�intheirchapter・Post-entryandPre-exit

PerformanceofFrenchManufacturingFirms,・focusontheroleofproductivityasa

determiningfactorinmarketselectionmechanismsofbothyoungandmaturefirms.

Interestingly,theyfindthatthecompetitivechallengesafirmfacesduringitslifeevolve

overtime.Theysuggestdifferentpatternsofexitforyoungandmaturefirms:inFrance,

theexitofmaturefirmsismorelikelytodependonproductivityperformancethanthat

ofyoungfirms.

2)Inacompanionchapter,・ProductivityConvergenceattheFirmLevel:EffectsofExit

onFirm-levelProductivityGrowthinJapan,・Kiyota,Nakajima,andNishimuraalso
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discusstheuseofexitinanalyzingfirm-levelproductivitygrowth.Focusingontheeffect

offirm exit,theyaskwhetherthereexistsproductivitycatch-up,orproductivity

convergence,amongfirmsinJapan.Theyfindevidenceforproductivityconvergence.

Moreover,theyconcludethatanalysiswithoutaconsiderationoftheeffectsofexitleads

toasampleselectionbiasinthespeed-of-convergenceestimation.

3)ThestabilityofJapaneselaborrelationsisatthecoreofNitta・spaper・Evolutionof

JapaneseEmploymentSystemsintheLostDecadeandAfter.・Heclarifiesthecomplex

sub-systemsthatformthestructureoflife-timeemployment.Heconcludesbyshowing

howlife-timeemploymentwasabletosurvivetheturbulentpostbubbleyears,although

anewpolicy,namelytheemploymentportfoliostrategy,wasemergingduringthepost-

financialcrisis,leadingtoagrowinggapbetweenworkersentitledtoaregular-statusjob,

ontheonehand,andpart-timers,・arbeiters,・andsubcontractworkers,ontheother.

ThosedevelopmentshavealsoprofoundlyalteredtheimageofJapanasanegalitarian

society.

4)Lanciano-MorandatandNohara・schapter,・Professionals,ProductionSystemsand

InnovationCapacitiesinTheSoftwareIndustry:A ComparisonbetweenFranceand

Japan,・representsanoriginalattempttocompareFrenchandJapanesesoftware

productionsystems.Notingtheambiguouspositionofthesoftwaresectorbetween

manufacturingandservices,theyarguethatthereisaconflict,withinbothcountries,

betweenthelogicofmanufacturingwithitshighlystandardizedorder,andthespecific

typeofknowledgerequiredtorespondtothehighlydiversifiedneedofcustomersinthe

servicesector.Inotherwords,theunorganizedandmorecontrol-freeinventionsystem

whichisatthecoreofthesoftwareindustryinducestheneedforaneo-industrialization

logicofservices.

5)Focusingonissuesofeconomichistory,Hamashita,inhiscontribution,・Historical

TransformationofCoastalUrbanCityNetworksintheEastChinaSeaZone:From

Pusan-Nagasaki-Ryukyu-SoutheastAsiaChanneltoYinchon-Shanghai-KobeChannel・

depicts16th-18thcenturytributarytradeasaverysophisticatedregionalsystem,

incorporatingbothofficialandprivateeconomicrelations,withtradenetworksbeing

closelylinkedtomigratorymovements.Heseesseaandmaritimerealms,ratherthan

land-basedpolities,astakingthecentralplaceinthemovementofpersonsandeconomic

exchanges.

6)Inacloselyrelatedpaper,・AsianMediterranean:ChinaattheCoreofTwoPeriodsof

Globalisation(16th-20thcentury),・GipoulouxshowshowtheBraudelianconceptofthe

MediterraneancanbeusefullyappliedtoAsia.TheEastAsianeconomiccorridor,which
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isspreadoverseveralinterconnectedmaritimebasins-theSeaofJapan,YellowSea,South

ChinaSea,SuluSea,andCelebesSea-couldbeconsideredavalidillustrationofthis

principleduringthetwoperiodsunderconsideration,theendofthe16thcenturyandthe

endofthe20thcentury.

7)HattoriandLecler・schapter,・InnovationandClusters:TheJapaneseGovernment

PolicyFramework,・addressesthequestionoftheinterconnectionbetweenprocessand

productinnovationaswellasthecomplexitiesofresearchanddevelopmentresultingin

megacompetitioninknowledge.Thisconfigurationplacesclusters,bothindustrialand

knowledge,atthecenteroftheprocessofrevitalizationofregionaleconomieswithinthe

country.

8)Marukawa・schapterprovidesafascinatingandillustrativecasestudyofseveralofthe

issuesraisedbyHattoriandLecler.Inthepaper,・TheEmergenceofIndustrialClusters

inWenzhou,China・MarukawadealswithWenzhou,acityineasternChinathathaslong

beenanemblemforprivate-ledgrowth.Relyingoninterviewsandwrittenmaterials,he

highlightsthecomplexityanddiversityofitsindustrialclusters,coveringanumberof

productsfrom leathershoestoelectricparts,apparel,andautomobilecomponents.He

attemptstoexplainwhyasmanyas153industrialclustershaveappearedinWenzhou,

relyingontheextremereactivityoftheindustrialstructure,andtheinterlocking

repetitionofinnovationandimitation.
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