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Institute of Social Science (ISS)

The University of Tokyo is composed of 10 undergraduate schools, 15 graduate schools, and 11 affiliated
research institutes including ISS (known as “Shaken” in Japan).

Reflecting on the state of academia before and during WWII, the Institute of Social Science was established
in 1946 as "an organization that aims to conduct truly scientific and purely academic research in the field of
social science, for the purpose of postwar reconstruction and the development of a peaceful, democratic, and

cultural Japan."
(NANBARA Shigeru (Former President, The University of Tokyo), "On the Establishment of the Institute of Social Science", Journal of Social Science (Vol. 1), 1948)
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Strength of ISS

The research conducted by ISS staff extends across four major
academic fields in the social sciences—law, political science,
economics, and sociology—with a broad range of regional
focuses including not only Japan, but also East Asia, Europe, the
United States, and others. ISS staff’ also engage in university
teaching at both the postgraduate and undergraduate levels.
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Mission of ISS

The mission of ISS is to carry out empirical studies of an interdisciplinary and international nature from a
variety of theoretical, historical, and comparative perspectives, to further a comprehensive understanding of
social, political, and economic issues facing Japan and the world.
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ISS Research Organization and Activities
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Research Organization of ISS

ISS has five basic research departments (Law, Politics, Economics, Sociology, and
International Japanese Society) and one temporary research department of Social
Cooperative Research (from academic year 2022 to academic year 2024). ISS also
houses the Center for Social Research and Data Archives (CSRDA), which consists
of the Research Infrastructure Group, the Social Survey Research Group, the
Quantitative Social Research Group, and the International Survey Research Group.
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Three layers of ISS Research Activities
ISS research activity has a three-layered structure: basic research in specialized
fields, institute-wide joint research project, and grouped joint research projects.
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Basic research in specialized fields is the groundwork of ISS, in which each staff member works autonomously and sets their own goals.

ISS’s raison d'étre is to integrate research strength so as to promote general social science research; “institute-wide joint research project”
has been defined as ISS fundamental project. Grouped joint research projects are placed between the individual-level “basic research in
a specialized field” and the institute-level “institute-wide joint research project,” and our researchers have been actively engaging in these
projects.
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The Three Pillars of ISS Activities

There are three “pillars” of ISS’s activities: “promotion of joint research” such as
institute-wide joint research project to pursue knowledge of the social sciences in general;
“building of a research infrastructure” centering on CSRDA and the ISS Library; and
“conducting empirical social science research” with the aim of producing co-created
knowledge together with society as a whole.
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Poster session for “Social Sciences of Crisis Thinking”

Institute-wide Joint Research Project

“Institute-Wide Joint Research Projects” have been a major pillar of ISS activities since 1964. Their purpose is to marshal ISS’s disciplinary research strengths and
contribute to the broader development of social science research. These projects address critical issues faced by Japan and the world, and draw on contributions
by researchers and practitioners from inside and outside ISS. Themes of past joint research projects include “Fundamental Human Rights,” “Postwar Reforms,”
“State and Society during the Period of Fascism,” “Welfare State,” “The Welfare State at a Crossroads,” “Contemporary Japanese Society,” “The 20th Century
Global System,” “The Lost Decade? Reappraising Contemporary Japan,” “Comparative Regionalism Project,” “Social Sciences of Hope,” “Reconsidering
Governance,” and “Social Sciences of Crisis Thinking.” These joint research projects are developed over three to five years, and their results have been published
by University of Tokyo Press.

Theme of the Current Project “Methodology of Social Sciences”

The current institute-wide joint research project, “Methodology of Social Sciences: How to Measure Phenomena and Values,” was established in 2021. Its goal is
to reexamine the evolution of social science research, paying particular attention to recent methodological innovations offered by “Artificial Intelligence” and “Big
Data”. It explores how different social science disciplines have studied societal phenomena, including COVID-19, and how they have conceptualized and
measured concepts-in-common, such as subjective values and preferences. The planned project period is 4 years.

Four Pillars of “Methodology of Social Sciences”
This institute-wide joint research project consists of four pillars: Social Sciences of Measurement; COVID-19 and the Social Sciences; Methods of Jurisprudence;
Philosophy of Social Science. Each pillar will work in concert on themes of common interest and will collaborate in the production of research publications.
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Contemporary China Research Base (CCRB)

CCRB was established in 2007 with funding from the National Institutes for the Humanities, and since 2017 it has been funded by the University of Tokyo. CCRB’s
secretariat is placed at ISS, but its members belong to several faculties of the university.

Research Topics

Under CCRB there are six research groups, focusing on Chinese agriculture, the Belt and Road Initiative, history and space, college graduate employment,
comparison of China studies, and Chinese society. While responding to current societal interests on China, such as the Hong Kong issue, innovation, and the strategic
competition between the US and China, CCRB is devoted to deepening the study of contemporary China based on both historical and long-term perspectives.

Dissemination of research results

CCRB has offered lecture series on contemporary China for undergraduate and graduate students, as well as the general public, publishing several books based on
those lectures. CCRB has also strengthened its collaboration with researchers in both China and other countries, and acts as an international hub for contemporary
China research, publishing research papers in English and Chinese and hosting international workshops.
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Front cover of Social Science Japan Journal

Social Science Japan Journal

Social Science Japan Journal is an inter-disciplinary journal based at ISS and published by Oxford University Press. Operating since 1997, SS]J publishes two
issues yearly, featuring peer-reviewed research articles and book reviews on modern Japan in the fields of economics, political science, sociology, law,
anthropology, and history.

SSJJ’s Strengths

What sets SS]J apart from other journals is our bilingual editorial process. We accept articles in either English or Japanese, conduct bilingual peer review, and
offer free translation into English of Japanese articles upon acceptance.

SS]J is supported by an international editorial board of thirty distinguished Japan scholars from around the world, as well as four regional champions representing
Europe, North America and Israel who actively assist in recruiting and evaluating submissions.
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Purpose

The University of Tokyo International Publishing Initiative (UT-IPI) supports the publication of academic books in English by humanities and social sciences faculty
members at the University of Tokyo. By hiring specialized staff to assist in everything from the creation of book proposals to contracts, we support the publication
of English books from this internationally acclaimed university press and further revitalize the humanities and social sciences field.

Staff

With the arrival of a full-time associate professor to support the publication of English books in the social sciences, the project has started in earnest. In cooperation
with the Institute of Advanced Studies on Asia, we have created an environment that is open to consultation from all humanities and social sciences faculty members
who wish to publish English academic books.

Achievements
We have held symposiums inviting the editors of American and British university presses. With the support of this project, many initiatives have reached the
contract phase, and we have already seen the publication of several books.
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Library

Over the 70 years since its establishment, the Institute of Social Science Library has collected and

preserved materials in the field of the social sciences. The collection includes materials on law,

politics,economics, and sociology. In recent years, the library has also been collecting monographs

on Japanese studies in foreign languages.

The library holdings currently number in excess of 350,000 volumes, including rare documents and

manuscripts, in addition to a large amount of microform materials.

These materials are available not only to the members of ISS and the University of Tokyo but also [D3V22BE&HIL O3V &Y

to outside researchers. From the “France’s February Revolution Collection”
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CSRDA

The Center for Social Research and Data Archives (CSRDA) comprises four
groups: the Research Infrastructure Group, the Social Survey Research
Group, the Quantitative Social Research Group, and the International
Survey Research Group.The Research Infrastructure Group works with a
variety of research agencies to gather large amounts of primary data used in
the SSJ Data Archive and make it available online for joint usage by
universities, research institutions, and researchers in Japan and beyond.

The Social Survey Research Group conducts the Japanese Life Course Panel
Survey (JLPS). The Quantitative Social Research Group, through its
secondary analysis research workshops and quantitative analysis seminars, is
able to promote cooperative research and train young researchers.

The International Survey Research Group establishes and maintains
relationships with data archives throughout the world, and is working to
bring the SSJ Data Archive in line with international standards.

Through these activities, CSRDA intends to take a leading role in the
development of empirical social science research in Japan, and in the
construction of a network of East Asia social surveys and data archives.

https://csrda.iss.u-tokyo.ac.jp/
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